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Luscious juice from sparse locations
Thierry Rodriguez mas gabinèle

slate soils produce particularly potent wines. character and power are also characteristics  
of the wines from this upcoming winery, worth keeping an eye on.

A Gabinèle is the name given to a tool 
shed which provides shelter for vine-
yard workers. However, Mas has abso-
lutely nothing in common with a shed: 
what Thierry Rodriguez (the grandson 
of day labourers who cultivated their 
own corner of vineyard at the week-
ends) has created from the slate, a bold 
mixture of nature and design, earned 
him first prize for modern wine archi-
tecture. «Small and perfectly formed» 
is Thierry’s favourite motto. He began 
small with the trading firm Le Prieuré 
Saint-Sever, specialising in top regional 
wines. In 1998 he obtained two and a 
half hectares of vines, joined by another 
five a year later. Today he cultivates 18 
hectares in the magnificent surround-
ings of the village of Laurens, in the best 
terroirs (red and blue slate, sandstone, 
clay) of the Faugères winegrowing 
area. The yields are small, resulting in 
extremely concentrated wines pressed 
with huge precision and aged in luxuri-
ous oak. However, the aging potential 
of his wines is not small. The Mas Gabi-
nèle cuvée, a blend of four varieties, 
tastes particularly young. Although the 
two top wines can also be opened early 

thanks to meticulous work in the cellar, 
they only reach their peak once fully ma-
ture after six to twelve years laid down. 
If Faugères is one of the few Languedoc 
AOCs to produce wines truly suitable for 
aging, Thierry Rodriguez’s fine wines 
are at the top end of the scale.

He particularly likes the wonderful 
white wine variety of Grenache Gris, not 
accepted under the AOC for incompre-
hensible administrative reasons. Despite 
their freshness and complexity, there-
fore, to his chagrin these are marketed 
as «just» Vin de Pays.
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vineyard area: 18 hectares
Grape varieties: syrah, grenache 
noir, carignan, mourvèdre,  
grenache gris
Production: 80,000 bottles 
faugères (red, white, rosé),  
Vin de pays
Cuvées: mas gabinèle (red, rosé), 
rarissime (red), inaccessible (red), 
rarissime (white), grenache gris 
(white)


